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SERMON 
Preach'd to the 
OCIETIES 
„„ 
Reformation of Manners 
IN THE 


Cities of London and We eſtminſter, 
June the 27th. 1709. 


By ZACHART MERRELL. 
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Matacur I. ver. 10 


Then they. that feared the Lord, 7 abe 
often one to another; and the Lind 

| bearkened, , and heard it, and a Book 
| 7 Remembrance was written before. 
m for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought on his Name. 7 


. 
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Is a mighty Satisfaction to eve- 
ty good Man, When engaged in 
: any hazardous of difficult Ser- I 
— vice for. the Glory of Goo or 0 
he 200d of Mankind, to find in the Holy e 
Scriptures ſome or other Eminent Perſons 1 
recorded with Honour, who were roſecu- 3 . 
ting the very ſame Deſign, engag'd in the 
fan me Work, and that at laſt were enabled to 
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overcome all the Difficulties of it, were ap- 
proved of Go p, and crown'd with a gl 
rious Succeſs. 
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EO R this Reaſen 1 have choſen to en- 
tertain you that are purſuing a very diffi- 
cult, but a moft neceſſary and excellent 
Deſign, with the Example contained and 
comſhended in theſe Words, wherein you 
will find, that 'tis no new thing for Reli- 

tors People to Aﬀoctate together in Times 
of general Corruption, to Concert Mea- 
ſures for the Amendment of the Places 
where they liye, and for the Reformation 
of a Pegenerate ge. 


Pre 


IO eee the Words to the 
reſent Occaſion, tis neceſſary to Conſi- 


er the Character of the Times in which 


the Prophet and theſe good People lived. 


To this we are determin'd by the firſt 


Words we meet with in the Text, Tben 
they that feared, &c. The Account we have 
of thoſe Times in this Prophecy is ſuffici- 


Vicigus and Corrupt 


ent to ſhew us, that they were extremely 


* 


IHE Firſt Chapter tells you how little 

: hes the 1 Worſhip of that 
_ 'Tune., Seeing they offered polluted Bread, 
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facrificed the Sick and the, Lame, ſaid the 


able of the Lord was contemptible, ſeoffed- at 
bs Worſhip, and thought his Service x wes: 
riſe. The Prieſts that ſhould have been 
the - Meſſengers of the Lord of ' Hoſts, and 
have taught the People Knowledge, are 
condemn'd in the Second Chapter for:cor- 
tupting the Covenant of Levi, and being 


partial in the Law. 
5 8 * 


THE People were guilty of Polygamy; 
violating the Marriage Vow,and were both 
Treacherous and Cruel to their Lawfut 
Wiyes. Their, Notions of Morality and 
Goodneſs were fo far loſt, that they faid , -. 
Every one that doth Evil is 7 in the g 5 


of the Lord, and he delighte 


in them. 1 " 


THE third Chapter yr ap them with 
Sorcery, Adultery, Falſe-ſwearing, Op- 


reſſion, . Sacrilege , and the worſt 
rimes, with this Aggravation, that the 


not only committed theſe Sins but defen- k 


ded them, and Juſtify*d their Practice; 


7 


affirming, that it was vain to ſerve Go p, | 
What profit is it that we have kept his @rdi- 3 
nance? The Proud and the Wicked they, rr 


are tlie Happy, the Proſperous Men. 
Da 0 


14. 


* 


— 
1 


4 _ N fs z * * 8 7 * FOI , 
* N p : _ # * 3 5 * * * * * * * od þ 
Lees vs I BL. "4: * a N N R 
. x , * 7 we.” 
. 
. , 


i 


—— 


— Red ts £5 — 
A Sermon before the SAGIETIES, 


3 which Account we ſhe, that 'twas 
a moft profligate Age the Prophet lived 


in. Their Principles were Scepticiſm and 


Infidelity, and their Practices correſpon- 
dent thereunto. - . 


WHEN the World was fo Licentious, 
and Wickedneſs had ſpread itſelf ſo univer- 
fally, then appear theſe bleſſed People 
mentioned in the Text, to ſtem the Tide 


and controul the Rampant Iniquity of the 


Age. 5 | 


THEN they that feared the 'Lord ſpake W 


often, &c. The ſenſe of the Words is too 


copious to be well contain'd in one Propo- 


ſition. Therefore I will lay before you 


theſe Three Obſgrvations. | 


- 


Obſ. I. T HAT the Bleſſed & o p doth aſually 


reſerve to himſelf ſome brave and ſincere 
Souls that dare to be good, 42 do 


| good in the moſt degenerate Times and 


„Places. 


S. found it the beſt 


_. gether, and ſpeak often one to another, 
1 * 5 ON W 5 that 
Wo: 


II. THAT ſuch fre Perſans have ever 
eſt Method to Aſſociate to- 
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that ſo 12 may. be capable of * the | 
more good. | 


— 


111. THAT this Method of theirs in no. 4c. 
ceptable to Gop; for the Lox p heark- 
ed and heard it, and a Book of Re- 
membrance was written before him 
bor them, G. 


I BEGIN with the Firſt, That the 
Bleſſed. Go p doth uſually referve to him- 


ſelf ſome brave and ſincere Souls, that 
dare to be good and do good in the moſt 


degenerate Times and Places. . 
W H ICH Aﬀertion 1 . have to 

be underſtood not of the Heathen World, 

or Places where the Light of the Goſpel 

neyer {hone ; but of the Church of Go d, 

in the moſt Corrupt Times whereof we 

ſhall find, there have ever been ſome excel- ; 

lent People, that have been e to Gop 1 

and zealous in ne eV 3 


IN the A ges before FE Flood, the 
Senſe of Reli gion was almoſt Joſt. The 
Man was great in the Earth,, 

Cain was a Murderer and an Apoſtate, He Gen. iv. 


by © 


* VF: 
* pr 
2 


went out from the Ep. l of the Lord, and s. = 
yo" his Wor P His Poſterit folk, ä 


A 4644 
T4. bb 'of 4 ==© 
— 
„ 1 
1 
* LY 
” EY 2 
. 5 
5 * 
18 *.,q”4 : 0 
& 4 5 4 
* 9 
” * * 
— - = 


9 4 9 * 9 * 1 s 5 
+ 4 ih * g 1 * 33 1 7 9 * N 7 . ? U 
* * mmm <4 A” EN TE 1; * L 1 
* 24 * * Y = 7 * * * = 4 as 2 7 


5 SK * 


hin 


nne 


* 
— 


8 2 8 SIP — — 
A Sermon before the SocikxrIESs, 


* 


Gen. iv. 
26. 


Gen. v. 
24. 


lowed the Vicious Example of their Pro- 
genitor; And yet even then there was a 


Reſerve of ſome ſo Famous for Piety that 


they have ſcarce been exceeded to this 
. ee e 


ABEL vas slain becauſe his Sacrifice 
was Excellent, and his Faith and Piety 
were Illuftrious. 


SET H did all he could to recover Re. 
ligion, and revive the Worſhip of Go d, 
by whoſe pious Endeavours abundance of 


Good was done, for in his Days Men began to 


call on the Name of the Lord. ; 
TH E Character of Enoch as well as 


the diſtinguiſhing Favour that Gop-. 


ſhew'd him, ſets him forth to be a moſt 


_ 


extraordinary Perſon ; for he walked with 
God, and was not, for God took him. is 


B UT Noh ſeems to go beyond them 


all for ſtrength of Faith, and Reſolution, 


in the Fear of Go p, and ſteady Obedience 
to Him: He ſet himſelf ſingly againft the 


” 


whole World, preach'd Repentance and 


Rightegufneſs to them, threatned and con- 


_ demned them, and prepar'd an Ark hefore 


their Faces, wherein, he told them, he 
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ſhould fave himſelf and his Family, when 
the ſhould every One be ideſtroy?d by the 
Deluge. Here was a bold Undertaking ! 


What a multitude of Abuſes, Scoffs, Af. 


fronts and Injuries muſt we ſuppoſe him to 
undergo? Yet all did not difgourage him 


AFTER the Flood, you have Abram,\ 
Lot, and other Patriarchs, who did excel- 


| lent Service to the Cauſe of Go p, in the 


Idolatrous Nations and Places where they 
ſojourn'd. 


IO come lower: When the Kingdom 


was divided after the Death of David, and 
Jeroboam had for political Reafons, ſet up 
the Calves at Bethel and Dan, Religion im- 


mediately ſunk to a low Ebb. Ahab fold 


himſelf to work Wickedneſs, and Jezabel per- 
ſecuted moſt furiouſly, inſomuch that Eli- 


| j4h ſuppos d himſelf to be left alone. Ne- 


vertheleſs the Lord had then a Remnant 
of Seven thoufand in Iſrael, that had not 
bow'd the Knee to Baal, 1 Ring. 19. 18. 

B EE ORE the Captivity we find by 


the Complaints of the Holy Prophets, that 


Idolatry, Profaneneſs, and all Sorts of Im- 
morality, joyn'd with an obſtinate Con- 
- 4 tempt 
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. tempt of all the Warnings and Threat. 


nings of Go p, had render'd 'em ripe for 
Ruin; And yet even then, we find mer- 
ciful Promiſes made to the Faithful, which 
ſhews that ſome ſuch remain'd among 


them; there were ſome in Jeruſalem, that 
Ezek. ix. did gh and cry for all the Abominations that 


were 


* 


done in the midſt thereof. 

| THI 5 Prop! y and the Text prove 

the ſame in the Times of the Second Tem- 

ple. uy 5 eee 
THE Chriſtian Church hath been 

miſerably waſted by horrid Perſecutions, 


but worſe by its own falling off from the 
Primitive Rule and Inſtitution; yet if you 


view it in the moſt degenerate Times when 

the Dominion, Pride, and Cruelty of the See 
of Rome had almoſt extinguiſh'd genuine 
Chriſtianity, you will find Go p 


"There were many Learned Men, and Ex- 


cellent Chriſtians in the Four Centuries 
preceding the - Reformation in Britain, 


France, Germany, Bohemia, &c. who never 
bow'd the Knee to Baal, but ſtood firm a- 


gainſt the Corruptions of the Romiſh 
Church, and many of them were Martyrs 


in the Chriſtian Cauſe. „ 


d ſtill 
his Reſerve even in thofe dark Ages. 
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E Aſfertion being thus proved: I 


Hrſt, INTO the Character of them 
whom Go p does thus Reſerve. 


| Secondly, IN TO the Purpoſes that He 
2 by them and the Uſe He maketh 
of them. DU Fa 


ww 


THEIR Character laid down in the 
Words is this, They feared the Lord and 


| | rhought on his Name. | 

- | © 1. THEY are deſcribed by their pre- 
dominant Principle, The fear of God, Not 
by any accidental Forms or leſſer Circum- 
K ſtances, which are the Peculiarities of a 


Party, but by an eſſential Principle ß 
l | True Religion, The fear of God. Which imm 
> | plies, that they had a right Belief, and 

= | ſound Knowledge of Go p and his Provi- 

dence ; That they were really ſanctifyd 

and renew'd by the Divine Spirit, I willy, l. 
put my Fear. in their Hearts. That they 40. 
i- | carry'd an habitual Senſe of Good, an 
h.| awfal and reverent Reſpect to the Divine 


Perfections always upon their Spirits. That 
E they were. afraid to Sin themſelves, and 


5 did 
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dic very much dread the Conſequence of 
her Peoples Sins, to the Nation where 
they lived. This Character ſhews them 
to be very Serious and Devout, both in 
the conſtant Temper of their Minds, and 
in the performance of that Religious 
Worſhip which Gop required of em. 
And. with this, they were very careful 
an circumſpedt in the whole of their 
onverſation to keep his Commandments ; 
Eccl. xii. The fear of Gop and the keeping of his 
'3- Commandments being the Whole Daty off 


THE fear of Gov, is fo conſiderable 


a Branch of Piety, that in. the Old Teſta- 
ment *tis often put for the whole of Re- 
ligion ; and whoever is. poſſeſs d of it, and 
i  worketh Righteouſneſs, is certainly ac- 
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35. ſtinction he falls under among Men. And 
without it, the moſt forward -Zeal for- 
Circumſtances of Religion, is nothing bur |. 


4 ew. ASS. 
—_ utes. De 
T4 — TE 2 


* —ͤ—ñ—z— — — 


£ 


either Ignorance or Hypocriſy. 


2. THEY. are deſcrib'd. by their Pra- 

* &tice, They thought on his Name: By which 
it appears they were Perſons of heavenly 7 
Minds, converſant with Gop, and much 
faded e Contemplation z. they: did 00k: 

RN make 
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make this World their Idol, but had their 
Thoughts and Meditations much upon 
heavenly Things, and particularly upon 
the great and glorious Name of Go p. 


— ﬀ_ 


INEE not take pains to prove. to 
| | you, that by the Name of God, we are tg 
| underſtand either his Perfectians or his 
Glory. 18 
- ON theſe Perſections and the Glory 
J of them, theſe good People did uſe to Me. 

ditate. 3s m | | 
4 Tt. WITH deep Veneration ; going 
| over every one of the Divine Attributes, 
1 | adoring and admiring every Perfection 
- # celebrating and praiſing every Article, and 
”* | repreſenting all as worthy of the utmoſt 
4 | Eſteem and Love. They did often Con- 
r. | fider the Characters of the Divine Being 
„ | laid down in the Word of Gop, with 
* humbleſt Adoration. 8 
| _2- WITH great Concern, ſor the 


h 
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Diſhonour done to his Bleſſed Name. It 
| grieved them exceedingly to obſerve the 
| Prophaneneſs, the Blaſphemy, the Oaths, 
the Curſes, the many ways whereby the 


Holy Name of Go fuffers; To fee, how 


a little 


; ' 
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little reſpect the generality pay to the Au- 
thor of their own Beings, to the Provi- 


| dence by which they live, or to the 


Nothing invigorates Reſolution like ſuch 


Grace of G o Þ by which they hope to be 
Saved. 5 e 


WHAT unworthy Returns does our 


Bleſſed Redeemer meet with, after all that 


He has done and ſuffer'd, or that is yet ex- 
pected from Him? 


EVERY one that fears Go p, mult 
be concern'd to think what Matters may 
come to, when fo Glorious a Being, eve- 
ry way Infinite, is ſo little ſet by, and had 
in ſo ſmall account among his own Crea- 
tures, When One ſees Duſt and Aſhes, 
contemptible Clay, ſet themſelves with 
Hardineſs and Reſolution to affront his 
Authority, dare his Diſpleaſure, defy his 
Power, and trample upon his Laws. This 


is a moſt afflicting ſight, I beheld the Tranſ- 


greſſors, and was grieved, 


3. THEY thought on his Name to 
Excite and Encourage themſelves from 
thence to do the utmoſt they could to re- 
trieve the Honour of Gop, and revive 
4 Spirit of Piety once more in the World. 
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a Thought. What! Shall we, that adore 


and truſt in ſuch an Awful Name, ſtand 
by unconcern'd, and ſee the Devil carry 
oft the Souls of Men whole-fale unto De- 
ſtruction ? Shall we ſee domineering Wick- 
edneſs, commence War, and carry the Day 
too, againſt all Sobriety and Religion ? 
Shall the Name of the Bleſſed Go p be 
perpetually run «down, and we find no- 
thing to ſay or do for its Honour? Are 
there no Charms, no Power, in that de- 
lectable Name of his, to rouze and excite 
us to engage in its Defence? May. not e- 
ven that very Name which is thus defy'd 


by Sinners be our Encouragement and 


Confidence in Oppoſition to them. We will 
truſt in his deſpiſed Name, for in the 


Name of Lox» we ſhall do Valiantly. 
David yrevailed againſt Goliah by depend- 


mg upo 
other did Blaſphemouſly defy. 


n the Name of Go p, which the 


Queſt, 2. WHAT are the Purpoſes ; 


that Divine Providence ſerves by ſuch a 


Reſerver _ 
THEY are theſe and ſuch like 


BY preſerving a Remnant in every Age, 


that are faithful to himſelf and his Cauſe, 
YL ED Almighty 


1 Pet. 1. 


— 
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that his Intereſt and King dom ſhould ne- 
ver wholly fail in this World, till the con- 
ſummation of all Things. 


.OUR Blefſed LO R D hah likewiſe 


aſſur'd his Church, that it ſhould ever re- 
main, and the Gates of Hell (bould never 


prevail againſt it; which is fulfill'd by pre- 


ſerving ſome in their Fidelity to him, - 
in the . moſt Ignorant and Degenerate | 


Times. 


HEREBY the Power of Divine 
Grace is ſeen, in aſſiſting ſome to conti- 


nue Faithful, and keeping them by the 


Power Goo through Faith unto Salva- 
tion; and the Freeneſs of it too is hereby 


diſcover'd, in ſelecting ſome to be his Ser- 


vants, and to be uſeful to the World, when 


others lie and periſh in their own Wicked- | 
neſs and Corruption. 


BU T the more eſpecial Uſe that provi- 
dence makes of theſe ſingular choice Souls, 
is this. 


1. THEY do Seaſon che cen 8 
and a. where * live with a 0 
0 


Almighty Go» does accompliſh many 
Promiſes to the Mediator, which import 
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of Religion, and ſo preſerve them from 
2 univerſal PutrefaQtion, and immediate 
Ruin. Te are the Salt of the Earth, They Matth. v. 
do by their Prayers and holy Endeavours 
keep off the Judgments of Go p from the | 
World, which haſtens to its laſt Flames 

as ſoon as Faith ſhall wholly fail from the 
Earth, 8 I d 


2. THEY are the ſtrenuous Aﬀerters 

of Religion, to defend its Cauſe, and take 

care of its Intereſts. So they are account- 

ed to the LORD for a Generation to de- Pf. xii. 
clare his Righteouſneſs to Ages yet to“. 
n 1 | 


— * | 


3. THEY are very uſeful in propa- 

* gating Religion in the Families where 

they live, and Training up Youth in 
Chriſtian Knowledge, whereby they raiſe 

up a Pious Generation for better Times, 

when they ſhall be gathered to the Grave in 

Peace. 

4. THEY are ſometimes reſerv'd to 
correct and puniſh the diſſolute Manners 

of others, and ſo are the Inſtruments both 

of Divine Juſtice and Mercy to the World. 4 
Thus Noah condemned the World; and Heb. zi. , 
Moſes both deſtroy'd the Egyptians, Fo 23 
. chaſtiz 2 
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chaſtiz'd the Mraelites. Elijah cut off the 
Prophets of Baal: And the Old Prophets 

loc vi hewed the People, and flew them by the 


nn 


Hoſ. vi. 
5.  _ Words of GO b's Mouth. 


WHEN they have the Countenance 
of Authority, and the Laws of the Land 
on their fide they are exceeding uſeful, in 

Iſa. kx, 4. Calling for Na againſt Vice, and ſo 
making Men leſs Vicious, if not ſeriouſly 
Religious. 9 — 


II. Obſ. THESE Sincere Perſons have 
ever found it the beſt Method, in bad 
Times, to Aſſociate together, and ſpeak- 
often one to another; that ſo they might 
be capable of doing the more Good. 


HERE we will Conſider Two Things, | 6 
1. WHAT Method theſe good reo- | by 


ple took in thoſe bad Times. of 
2. WHAT Advantage they did pro- | a! 
bably obtain to the Cauſe of Religion thete- 9 

by. I e eee e 1 
Pi 


Qs. 1. W HA T Method they took in J fa 
thoſe Times? For my part, with ſubmiſſi- in 
on, I think, that they did form themſelves I 

into 
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into Religious Societies, hot unlike tlioſe 
to whom I am ſpeaking. Tis evident 
from the Words, That they that feared. the 
Lord, did often Aſſociate, they kept cloſe 
to the Society one of another, they had fre. 
quent Meetings, Conferences, and Conſul- 
tations among themſelves. But the Text 
leaves us to gueſs at the SuhjeQs of thoſe 
Diſcourſes: whether they did intend there- 
by their own private Edification only ; of 
whether they did not alfo concert-Meaſures, 
and debate the moſt proper Means, how 
every one in his place might do ſomethin 
the beſt he could, to Reform Others, and 
and ſo put ſome Stop to the Licenttouſneſs 
of the Age? [ei 


has | AK. „ . a. 


1 DOUBT not but their own Edifi- 

, | cation was one End of their Meetings and 
_ | Conſultations. They might in free and ſo- 
-' ber Converſation, lament the Wickedneſs 


of the Times. They might Conſider the 0 f 
Lewd Opinions then propagated, and Ex- = 


. | amine the Arguments by which they were 

. | defended. They might Eſtabliſh one ano- 
| ther againſt the Aſſaults of Infidelity and 
Profaneneſs, and ſay many things to encou- 

n | rage each other to perſevere in their Duty 

;- | in that Hour of Temptation. Tis very like- 

s | Ty they would then Fe of, and propoſe 
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Sermon before the SocttTiIES, 


the ſtrongeſt Arguments on their fide, to 


fortify one another againſt the pernicious 
Opinions and Practices which were then 
promoted. | | f 


BU T that they did in thoſe Solemn 
Meetings take Meafures to Reform Others 
as well as preferve themſelves, appears 
highly probable, if not abſolutely certain, 
when we Conſider, I 


W HO They were that did thus Aſſo- 


ciate. They were not a few of the mean- 
er People only, but all in general that fear- 
ed the Lo Rx D. If we can find, therefore, 
in thoſe Times, any Eminent Men of Au- 
thority and Figure who feared the LOR D, 


we may be ſure they were of the number of . 


them that tlie Prophet here takes notice of. 
And when fuch Men furniſh*d with Power 


and Zeal, met together upon ſuch a deplo- | 


Table Occafion, they would undoubred! 


Here one to another how they micht re 


is torrent of Wickedneſs, as well as fave | 


tliemſelves from the common Infection. 


*Arch-bp,, THERE are many * Learned Men 
that place the Prophet Malachi contempa- 
rary with Nehemiah, who was a moſt Zea- 
lous active Governour and Reformer 05 

5 the 


Uber, Mr. 
Tallents, 


Dr. Light- 


Foot, &c. 
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$ the Jews, and he had with him Shelemiah 
4 the Prie , Zgaok the Seribe, Pedaiah the 
1 Levite, Hanan the Son of Taccur, whoſe Nekh. xiii. 
Character is this, they were faithful Men. 3. 

No doubt but there were many others be- 

ſides theſe particularly mention'd, that did, 

even in thoſe bad Times, fear the LORD, 

and that did often aſſemble, to ſpeak one to 

another with intent to Reform others as well 

as fave themſelves. forge ox 


T Oo 


A CAN we imagine that ſuch Men as 
Nehemiah, Malachi, Shelemiah and Zgdok, 
Men of ſuch a publick Spirit, ſo much Zeal, 
Wiſdom, and Authority, would come to- 
gether ſo frequently only to Condole the 
Miſeric of the Church and do nothing to 
redreſs them? _—_ 


IF private Edification was all they in- 
4 | tended, that's a Duty at all times; Why 
1 | ſhould the Prophet ſay Ther, pointing at 
N theſe corrupt and wicked Times? Was it to 
tell you that Thez they only did what *twas 


eat all times their Duty to do? On that ex- 

traordinary Occaſion they only per form'd 
n an ordinary and a common Duty ? Cer- 
"WF tainly the Prophet records it for the Ho- 


| Nour of theſe People: That then in thoſe 
of times of abounding Iniquity, they met and 


1 


1 


4 9 
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Sermon before the SocikTIEs, 


Confer'd one with another, propoſing how 
they might do ſomething Extraordinary, 


ſuch as the exigency of the Caſe and the 
Vices of thoſe Times required, how they 


might exert themſelves more at ſuch a 
time than would be neceſſary on common 
Occaſions. 8 „ 


CONSIDER the Character of theſe 
People; They feared the LO RD, They were 
Faithful Men, They were deeply affected 
with the Wickedneſs of the Age, They 


were concern'd for the Honour of GO p, 


and were afraid of his Judgments. Would 


not ſuch Sentiments put them upon doin 
the utmoſt they could to repreſs and af 
courage Sin ? Had they not the Laws of | 


Go » on their fide? Had not the Govern- 
our, the Prieſt and Levites Power to pro- 


ceed according to Law ? And did they fear 


Go p and yet would not do it? Tho” the 
Prophet complains much of the Corrupti- 
ons of the Prieſts and Levites, yet tis too 


- 


{ſevere to think, there were none among _ 
them that were truly Religious. You moſt 

ſuppoſe the Good among them to act incon- 
ſiſtent with their Character, if you do not 


allow them to form themſelves into Soci- 
eties, as like to yours as the Variety of Cir- 
cumſtances will admit, for the Reformation 
of others. TEASE ani * Þ Se On ec) 


4. 
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| I MAY add that the Hebrew word 
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" — —— 


[1137] does frequently Signify more than 

barely to ſpeak or diſcourſe. It implies an 

orderly Debate upon Matters of great Im- 

rtance; an earneſt Speaking, ſo as to ry 

down the Follies and Blaſphemies of wick. Pr * 

ed Men. How could theſe good People do e 
this, if they attempted no more than their 
own particular Edification? They did E 

certainly appear in Publick, with Reſolu- 

tion and Vigour, to controul and run down 

the vicious Principles and Practices of their 

wicked Neighbours. N 


BUT to put this Matter out of doubt; 
by comparing this Propheſy with the laſt 
Chapter of Nehemiah, you will find that 

there was an effectual Reformation carry'd 
on by the Faithful in thoſe Days. The vile 
Abominations complain'd of by the Pro- 
phet, are puniſhed and reformed by Nehe- 
mich. Particularly; the ſtrange Marriages 


condemned by Malachi, Judah hath profaned Ch. ii 11. 


the Holineſs of the LORD, and hath marry- 
ed the Daughter of a ſtrange god, Theſe are 


5 puniſhed by Nehemiah, And I contended with Ch. xiii. 


them, and curſed them, and ſmote certain” of 23424125. 
them, and pluckt off their Hair, and made them 
ſwear by God, ſaying, Ie ſhall not give your 
 Danghters unto their Sons, nor take their 
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TT . A Sermon before the SOCIETIES, 


Daughters unto your Sons, or for your ſelves. 
Here you ſee with what Zeal he not only 
remonſtrated thar Crimes unto them, but 
gave them corporal Correction. Another 
Enormous Crime complain'd of by the Pro- 
Ch. iii. 8, phet, was Sacrilege. Will a Man rob God ? 
pet ye have robbed Me: but ye jay herein have 
ne robbed thee? In Tithes and Offerings. This 
Ch. xiii. we find rectify'd by Nehemiah. Then brought 
22 all Judah the Tithe of the Corn, and the nem 
Mine and the Oy! into the Treaſuries. In the 
Prophet you find They ſaid, the Table of the 
LORD mas polluted, and his meat contemp- . | + 
Ch. i. 12, tible : They ſaid alſo, Behold, what a wearineſs 
is it, and they ſnufjed at it. This horrible 
Profaneneſs and Contempt, both of the Sab- 
bath and Service of Go p, is reprov'd and 
reform'd by Nehemiah, who threatned to 
Ch. xiii. Jay Hands on them that broke the Sabbath 
from 15, by following their Trades, ſelling Pro- 
£9 22: wiſions and Wares on that Holy Day; Aud 
commanded the Levites that they ſhould cleanſe 
themſelves, and that they ſbould come aud keep 
the Gates, to ſanttify the Sabbath day. 5 


n 


HENCE it appears that theſe Excel- 
| Tent Perſons did more than ſpeak one to an- A 
other for their own perſonal Encourage- 
ment in the ways of Go Dp. They did“ 
exert their Authority and Influence to re- 
OS cCulaim 


þ 


1 
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ſors, They did it with that Warmth and 
Conrage which the Honour and Cauſe of 
Go Dp, infpires every good Man of a Pub- 
lick Spirit withall. They were in earneſt 
in what they undertook, and bold in their 
rſuit of it; They made uſe of all proper 
Means to Difcountenance Iniquity. They 
did ſornetimes Threaten, Chide, Reprove, 


Contend, and Proteſt againſt the Wicked- 


nefs of Others; and fomerimes they went 
farther, to lay hands on the Obſtinate to 
fmite them, and inffict feverer Puniſhment 
upon them. e 


T INSIST the rather upon this Point 
of the Extent of their Concern in their ſo- 
temn Debates, becaufe ſuppoling it proved, 
you have here a Divine Warrant for your 
Undertaking. You are under Prophetick 
Approbation. Others in your Circumſtan- 
ces are commended in the Word of Go p. 


If yon are Perfons of this Character that 
fearthe LORD, and are embark'd in the 
fame Deſign to reform Others, your Cauſe is 


good, and your Work ſhall be rewarded. 
2. THE 
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. HE Advantages they did obtain 


by this Method to do good, are very obvi- 


OUS. 


THE x did hereby expreſs their Zeal 
for Religion. They did Encourage and 


Animate one another. Acting in gears. 87 
their Methods were, doubtleſs, puriu'd 
with the more Vigour, Reſolution and Pru- 


dence. They being thus incorporated, and 


going on with united Force, were the more 
1mpregnable, in caſe the Malice of their 
Enemies ſhould attack them. Religion and 


Sobriety appear'd with more Advantage 


and Credit; when ſo many Wiſe and good 
Men, and ſeveral great Mc 
in its Defence. The Strong might, in this 
Method, protect the Weak, and the Weak 
aſſiſt the Strong; and thoſe who have no 
great Capacity to do any thing ſingly, be- 


en too, ſtood up 


ing joyn'd to the Body, might be of con- 


ſiderable Uſe and Service. 
| III. Obſ. This Method of theirs is most ac- 


ceptable to God ; for the Loxp heark- 
ed and heard it, and a Book of Re- 


membrance was written before him 


for them, Cc. 
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THESE Expreſſions repreſent the 
great Go p as acting after the manner of 
Men, and they are very ſignificant. . The 
LORD hearkened, i. e. did condeſcend to 
liſten attentively to the ſerious Diſcourſe of 
theſe People that feared him. He heard, i. e. 
He did diſtinctly obſerve what every one 
of them ſeverally fpoke, what Zeal they 
expreſsd, and what Concern each of them 
had for his Glory and the good of Others. 
A Book of Remembrance was written before 
him, &c. An Alluſion to the Cuſtom of 
Princes who will not truſt the faithful and 
great Services of ſome Eminent Subjects to 
the uncertain Hiſtories of After-Ages, but 
will have them Regiſter'd before them, and 
enter'd in ſafe Records and Chronicles; 
whereby they are both diſtinguiſh'd and 
mark?d out for future Advancement, and 
their Names tranſmitted with their No- 
ble Actions to all Poſterity. Thus Ahaſa- 
eras had his Chronicle or Book of Remem- 
brance, wherein the faithful Service of 


Mordecai in faving his Life, was Recorded. Efth. vi. 


Agreeable hereunto, *tis ſaid, That à Book *: 


of Rembrance was written before the L OR D, . 


to enter therein the Fidelity and Zeal of 
theſe Serious People, and the Service they 
did in Reforming Others. ip 
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A Sermon before the Socixriks, 


the Commendation of good. and faithful 


* ” * ** n * 2. * 


IHE RE are theſe Four poſitive and 


plain Truths to be collected from theſe 
Expreſſions. 


1. THAT ſuch as fear Go p and 
endeavour to bring others to do ſo, are 


under his conſtant Obſervation and View. 
He hearkezs to all they ſay, and hears it, 


and ſo is a Witneſs of the Sincerity of 
their Intentions, and the Integrity of their 
Hearts. Not any One of them, or any 


One good Action of theirs is overlook'd. 
He will not be impos'd upon, as Men are, 
by the Reports of others, but he obſerves 


them himſelf. Among all the Cenſures 


you paſs through, and all the Hardſhips 
you undergo, you have this Satisfaction, 


. 


that the Holy GO Dp, the Supreme Judge, | 


takes exact Notice of you, and knows bet- 


ter Things concerning you. 


2. THAT they are highly approv'd of 


Go p. They that fear him, and that deſign 


to bring Others to do ſo, are moſt pleaſing . 


and acceptable to him. He obſerves every 
ſtep they take, and ſo far as they are ob- 
ſervant of right Methods, they are graci- 
oully approved of Him. They ſhall have 


Ser- 


7 


my Side in the World, and as they own 


| ſhall be approved for their Steadineſs and 


| leſs Examples to the contrary. 
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Servants at laſt : Their Fidelity, Patience, 
Zeal and Diligence {hall never be forgot- 
ten with Go D. They ſhall be Mine ſaith ver. 17. 
the LORD. The World rejects them as 
none of theirs ; but for all that, They ſhall 
be Mine ſaith the LOR D. They are on 


and countenance my Cauſe, ſo I will own 
and appropriate them to Myſelf. They 


1 
Integrity, when they had ſuch number- 3 


3. THESE Expeſſions carry in them 
wonderful Kindneſs and Affection: Can 
any thing be more tenderly. ſpoken, than 
this, The LORD hearkened and heard, and 


4 Book of Remembrance was written before him ; 
for them that feared: the Lo RD, and that = 


thought on his Nane, They ſhall- be Mine? 


They hearken to my Counſel in all that I 


propoſe, and I will hearken to their Deſires 


and Propofal for my Honour and Service. I 


will certainly remember them for good, 

and make them the Objects of conſtant 

Pity, Love and Fatherly Care. Tis re- 

corded with wonder that the Great Go pp 

ſhould hearken to the Voice of a Man. There ox 

was no day like to that, that the LORD © 

hearkened to the Voice of a Man. The won- 
| E 2. der 
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28 A Sermon before the Socikriks, 
der is renewed it ſeems in ſome degree, 
when ſerious Chriſtians are engaged in Re- 
ligious Conference, for their own Edifica- 
tion, or for the Reformation of Others. The 
Lo R o hearkens to their Diſcourſe, and 
their holy Endeavours are taken notice of 
with pleaſure on High. The Converſati- 
on of good Men as well as the Converſion 
of Sinners, is a joy ful Entertainment to the 
| Angels of GOD: Nay more, *tis a Plea- 
C {ure to the Supreme Being, to that GO 
| whom the Angels adore. Er 
1 : 4. THESE Words do contain the Pro- 
| miſe of an abundant Recompence to thoſe 
| that fear Go» themſelves, and do good 
I to others. They are put down and diſtin- 
3 guiſh'd in the Book of Remembrance or 
3 4ome ſpecial Recompence and Favour. Ex- 
4 preſſions of reſpect from the Gop of Truth, 
l are never only words, as thoſe of Men fre- 
F om be; but they are always produ- 
i Ctive of real Advantàges both in this, and 
. in the Worte eo ĩð 
3 I'N this World they are remember*d 
| for Good. FF 
i 1. SUCH Uſeful Perſons are very oft- 
4 ten crown'd-with Honour. They _ — 
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firſt with abundance of Aﬀronts and Ca- 
lumnies ; they go through Hardſhips for a 
while , but the greater the Oppoſition, the 
> more glorious is their Victory. All their Ill 
| Ufage does but brighten their Fame the 
f more at laſt. The Go yp whom they 
i ſerve hath undertaken, hem that Honour 1 Sam. ii. 
1 me I will honour. And CurisT JEsus hath 30. 
> promiſed, If any Man ſerve me him will my Jo. xii. a6. 
2 Father Honour. View the whole Hiſtory 
of Scripture, you will find the Names of 
them that adventured to be good, and do 
good, in the worſt of Times and Places, to 
* ſhine with the brighteſt Luſtre; Such as 
& | - Noah and Abram, Lot and Moſes, Caleb and + 
d Joshua, * eh and Daniel. Theſe met with 
2 as coarſe Etertainment from an ungrate- 
r Ful World, while they were the beſt Bene- 
factors to it, as you can poſſibly do; but, 


1, | for all that, their Names are a precious 

>. | Oyntment, and their good Works are told 

1 to this Day, for a Memorial of them when 

d the Names of their Enemies are either bu- 
yy in Oblivion, or condemn'd with In- 

| famy. : | 

d 


2. THE X are ſometimes ſpared in ge- 
neral Calamities. Theſe in the Text are 
7 aſſured in the next words, I will ſpare them 
at as a Man ſpareth his own Son that ſerveth him. 
: | And 
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And if Gov reſolve to ſpare a Man, who 


is he that can afflict him? Jeremiah was 


ſpared by the Babylonians, when multi- 
tudes of his Adverfaries were carry'd Cap- 
tive and deftroy'd. The Enemies of Daniel 
reſolved to ruin him, and ſo they caſt him 
into the Lyons Den; but GO pD reſolv'd 


to ſpare him, and then the Lyons could 


not hurt him. The Chriſtians in Jeruſa- 
lem were ſpared, and had their Pella to be 
a little Sanctuary to them, when the Un- 
believing Jews were utterly conſumed, 


their City and Temple wholly deſtroyed. - 


The ſame Providence is ſtill the Protection 
of his People, For the Eyes 1 the LORD run 
to aud fro throughout the whole Earth to ſhew 
himfelf ſtrong on the behalf of them, whoſe 
heart is perfect with him. | | 


3. THEY have Spiritual Conſolations 
in the midſt of outward Troubles: A Blef- 
{ed Calm and Serenity reigns in their Souls. 
They are Bleſſed with the Peace of Go b 
that paſſeth all underſtanding. The firſt per- 
ſecuted Chriſtians were happier People 


than Herod, or Felix, or Ceſar, or any of 


them all that afflicted them. They could 
rejoyce in Tribulation, be merry in Pri- 
ſons, and ſing in Stocks or in the Flames. 
And herein lies their hundred-fold in this 


Life 


a 
unn. 


„ fs G . YT 1 


A a> mW. .600 A et ww 


+ © 


A 4d 1h þ 78 — 
: Te”, * * ä 
F „ | « 
ve o 
F by 
4 
; 


— — 


for REFORMATION of MANNERS. 31 


Life promiſed by our Saviour, Yerily I ſay, 2. 
unto you, there is no Man that hath left Houſe wa 85 
or Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, 

or Wife, or Children, or Lands for my ſake and 

the Goſpels, but he ſhall receive an hunared-fold 

nom in this Life. Now what's the Value of 
theſe Temporal Enjoyments? The Con- 
tent, the Pleaſure and Comfort that theſe 
afford is all that we have from them, and 

that may be out-done an hundred-fold in 

this Life by the Conſolations of the Divine 
Spirit, which are not hnall. The Happineſs 

may be ſupply'd and augmented within 
which is abated from abroad. 


4. THEIR Perſons, Affairs, and Fa- 
milies do very often proſper Exceedingly. 
A viſible Bleſſing attends them while they 
live, and deſcends upon their Poſterity 
when they die. Abram and Jacob, Joſeph 
and Job tho? they had many Enemies, and 
many Turns of Providence came upon 
them, yet they were ſtrangely Proſperous 
both in their own Perſons and Deſcen- 
dants. | 


BUT the proof of this is nearer Hand; 
Pray look into this Famous City, ſee which 
are the Families that fpread into numerous 
; Branches, and flouriſh moſt in Wealth and 
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Honour; and you will find' em commonly, 
to have ſprung from ſome eminent Perſons 
of great Integrity, that were diſtinguiſh'd, 
for their Piety towards GOD, and. Zeal 


for their Country, in profane and diſſolute 
Times: Or they are the Poſterity of thoſe, 
who an Age or two ago, were driven out 
of Neighbouring Countries, by Popiſh Per- 
ſecution, and ſo ſuffer'd the Loſs of all for 


the ſake of Truth, and a good Conſcience. 


I ſcarce forbear to name them, having a 
very great Reſpect and Value for them, 
as being many of them Perſons of extra- 


ordinary Worth, and ſtill the more Ho- 


nourahle as deſcended from ſuch pious and 
worthy Progenitors, now with GOD, to 
whom He is yet fulfilling his Promiſe, That 
their Poſterity ſhall be bleſſed after them. I 


heartily rejoyce in all the Good that be- 


falls them, and earneſtly wiſh that there 


may not be found among them any dege- | 


nerate Plants from ſuch noble Vines, but 
that their Families may be like that of Jo- 
nadab the Son of Rechab, never wantin 
Men of Probity and Piety to ſtand before 
the LORD for ever. : | 


4 | 


AND you may depend upon it, that 


you are laying a ſure Foundation, for the 


uture Proſperity of your own Families, 
+ e Wuhilſt 
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whilſt you are with upright Intentions and 


true Zeal, purſuing the Glory of Go» 
and the Amendment of rhe World. Theſe 
are the Advantages that ariſe to them in 
this World. 5 | 


2. THEY are remember'd forever in 


the World to come, with the favour that 


he bears to none but his own People, and 
crown'd with his Salvation ; They are en- 
ter'd in the Book of Remembrance as Heirs 
of the Everlaſting Inheritance, Their hun- 
dred-fold is in this World: And in theWorld 


to come is Life Eternal. From the Diffi- 


culties of their Service they {hall be calPd, 
if they be good and faithfal, into the Joy of 
their Lo x D. Tis promis'd to the Faithful 


few in the Church of Sarazs, ſince they were 


not defiled with the common Corruptions, 
they ſhould be advanced to the brighteſt 


ſtate of Perfection and Glory. Thou haſt 4 Ry 


few names even in Sardis, which have not de- 


filed their Garments, and they ſhall walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy, And ſince 
they were «conſtant and did perſevere. un- 


der Diſcouragements, being neither afraid 


nor aſhamed to own Him or his Cauſe 
when the Tide was ſtrong againit them, 


therefore faith He that hath the ſeven Spi- 
ritsof GOD and the ſeven Stars, I will not ver. g. 


F blot 
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blot out his name out of the book of Life, but 
r and 


I will confeſs his name before my Father | 

before his Angels, The Troubles of this 
Life are ſoon over, but the Joys of the 
next have no end. Stephen had a ſhort 
Storm, a flight of Stones that took away 


his Life, but he has had a long Seaſon 


of Joy ever ſince, and *tis but a beginnin 
ſtill, becauſe 'twill never have an end. 


All the Glories of Heaven ſhall be the Por- 


tion of them that have been ſtedfaſt and 
unmoveable in degenerate Times and 
Places. . 


THERE is a Day a coming when the 
great and final Judge will ſort the World, 
and make the diſtinction ſo plain, that eve- 
ry one ſhall at firſt ſight diſcern between 
the Righteous and the Wicked, between him 
that ſerveth GO D and him that ſerveth him 
not. And then the Righteous Go p will 


take his own and make up his Jewels, and 


thoſe that feared him and thought on his 
Name, and did the beſt they could to re- 
form others, are aſſured from his own 
Mouth, They ſhall be mine in that day when I 


the LO RD. 


make up my Jewels, they ſhall be for ever with 


T IS time to come to the Application. 
HAVING 
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HAVING fo far exhauſted your Pa- 
tience, I ſhall not enter upon a long de- 
duction of Inferences ; nor can I pretend 
to give you ſo particular Advice as may 
be expected, becauſe T am very much a 
Stranger to the methods of your Proceed- 
ing, which defect I am the leſs concern'd 
about, ſince I find in the Sermons already 
publiſh'd you have had very proper Coun- 
ſel given you from much more skilful 
Hands. | 


ALL I intend, is to collect a few pra- 
£tical Remarks from what hath been ſaid. 


1. YOU may hence ſee the neceſſity of 
ſuch Endeavours as yours, for the Com- 


mon good; for if the World be let alone 


and left to itſelf, it ſtill grows worſe and 
worſe. No ſooner were the Captives come 
home from Babylon, but their Eaſe, Plenty, 


and other Temptations did ſoon corrupt 


them to the degree that this Prophet com- 
plains of. Inſomuch that they that feared the 
LORD found it abſolutely neceſſary to 
Aſſociate together, and unite their force in 
oppoſition to growing Infidelity and ſpread- 
ing Wickednels. 


I'N like manner, the Eaſe, Luxury, and 
26 F 2 Lewd- 
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Lewdneſs, the Proſaneneſs, Infidelity, and 


various Abominations countenanced in for- 
mer Reigns would have leſt us ſcarce any 
remains of Virtue and genuine Religion, 
if conſiderable numbers of ferious Chriſtians, 
throughout theſe Cities and the Nation,had 
not preſently after the late happy Revoluti- 
on, enter*d into Societies, to put the Laws 
in Execution againſt Swearing, Curſing, 
Profaning the Lord's-Day, Drunkenneſs 
and Uncleanneſs. . 


* 


F< 5 
AN Atheiſt, a Man of no Principles, or 


one that lives in the daily repetition of theſe 


Enormities, may with ſome Colour, object 
againſt the neceſſity of your Societies. But 
cis unaccountable that any Perſon of fo 
much as common ſobriety ſhould do it; are 
not theſe Sins condemned in the Word of 
G0 p, as Abominations, that bring Divine 
Judgments upon this World, as well as 
Damnation in the next? Are not the Laws 
of the Land againſt them neceſſary ? Is not 
the Magiſtrate's Office to put theſe Laws in 
Execution neceſſary ! Rug That after 
all, the legal puniſhment of theſe Sins ſhould 
not be neceſſary, NE DL rue 


BT ch i the bulinefs of ee 
and proper Officers, &c. - Anſw. It is ſo, 
4 5 : | i . d ; | and 
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and might be left to them, but for Two 
Reaſons to the contrary. 


. THAT they are commonly dn, 
winden any regard at all had to their 
Sobriety and Fitneſs for the Office, and are 
generally as bad themſelves as thoſe they 


ought to Reſorm, having no Conſcience of | 
their Oath or Senſe of their Duty. 


: $4: H E Y are but few in Number, and 
of the meaner ſort* of People that depend 
upon their Neighbours, and fo dare not 
Conteſt with them, or bring them to 0 
ſtioe. 


WHAT Remedy To there leſt in this 


| Caſe, but to joyn together in Societies, to 


Encourage, Aſſiſt and Support the faithful 


Magiſtrate, that He may be an effectual 
Terror to Evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them 
that do Well? e 


2. * 0 U ſee hits your Method of enter- 


ing into Societies to Edify yourſelves and 
Reform others, is authoriz'd in the Word 


of Go D. ?Tis an Ancient and Pious Pra- 


ctice commended in Scripture. Theſe in 


the Text did in the main do the ſame thing. 
You are therefore upon ſure Footing, for 


4 * 3 * * 
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have the beſt Authority upon Earth, 
fortify"d with the Warrant Atte Gop of 
Heaven to countenance your Work. You 
have not only Acts of Parliament, Procla- 
mations from the Throne, and Orders from 
the Seſſions to corroborate your Underta- 
king, but you have alſo the bright Exam- 
ple of the beſt of Sovereigns, Our Gracious 
QUEEN, who hath lately expreſs'd Her 
Royal Reſentment againſt profligate Wick- 
edneſs in High Places. = 


2A L<Eq ASD 


3. YOU ought to account it an Ho- 
nour to be thus employ'd by Providence. 
That Go will pleaſe to make uſe of you 
as his Reſerve in a vicious Age. That He 

| ſhould ſingle you out, put his Fear into you, | al 
inſpire, you with Concern for his Honour, wv 
and with pity to the Souls of Men, and that tl 
you ſhould be crown'd with Snccefs. Tis tl 
a diſtinguiſhing Mercy, that there ſhoald tr 
be ſo many throughout this Kingdom, F 
offering themſelves willingly to ſuch a Ser- || L 
vice, and that you ſhould be of the Number, ri 
not thrown off with the feſt, to fink into ſl 
the very dregs of Senſuality, but preſerv d | d 
to be a Means to help others out; this yi 

| ſhould be accounted a mighty Favour. You | 1 
ſhould not look upon this Work as a Bur- 
den, but an Honour, and place it among re 
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2 


the ſpecial Bleſſings of your Life to be thus 


employ'd. 


4. BUT how can they account for their 
Behaviour, either to Go p, or their own 


Conſciences, that are weary of ſo Pious and 


Neceſſary a Work, and that fall off from 
your Societies? The Chriſtian's Race is ne- 
ver over till his Life be done: nor is our 
Warfare accompliſh'd till a compleat Con- 
queſt be obtain'd. 


THE Cowardice of the Children of 


Ephraim is upon Record, 'That being armed Pſixxviii. 


and carrying Bows, they turned back iu the®: 


very day of Battle, When their Courage 
and help was moſt needed, and when they 
were prepar'd and furniſh'd for the Battle, 
then to run away was both ſhameful to 
themſelves, ſcandalous to their Coun- 
try, and only a Pleaſure to their Enemies. 


For you, that want no Countenance of the 
Laws, no Proviſion for your Aſſiſtance, to 


run away in the very. Day of Battle, how 


ſhamefully do you diſgrace yourſelves and 


diſcourage your Friends? Can you think 
your Warfare is yet accompliſhed, and 
your Victory compleat? Has Religion, 
Truth, Honeſty, Sobriety and Vertue al- 
ready got the day? Is the Battle yet a 
KS EK 


3 40 A Sermon before the SgeriTies, " 
4 that you ſhould lay down your Endeavours 1 
Y and quit the Field? Is not the Stage as Im- : 
3 pure, Profane and Corrupt as ever? And J 
3 is not the World too Licentious both in 1 
4q Principle and Practice to be yet given over t 
4 | and left to itſelf? Figs, FEM 
1 WHAT can be the Reaſon why you J 
3 go off? Have you not the ſame Thoughts 
| you ever had of the Neceſſity and Uſeful- 0 
q neſs of the Deſign? Are you aſham'd either || t| 
of the Company or Character of them that 4 
fear the Lox D, and think on his Name? | 4 
Are not the Reaſons that firſt brought you t 
into theſe Societies, as forcible now as here- 3 

tofore? 1 | N25 4 

A RE not the Tokens of Go p's Diſ- 


pleaſure {till upon our Land, and upon our || 
Affairs? Hath not the Weather of late been 1 
very unſeaſonable ? . Are not our Armies || ® 
ſtill in Field? Our Fleets at Sea? Our Trade 
under a decay? And Peace retiring from | ; 
Us? And is this a. Time to faint in your hu 
Minds, and ceaſe to do good? I put it ſe- J 
riouſly to your own Conſciences, whether | 4 
the leſs good you do to others, the worſe ſe 
you do not find yourſelves ? 5 4 


5. LET me invite all real Chriftjans © 
7 that! 
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that are concern'd ſor the Glory o of GO p, 


and the Souls of Men, to favour and aſſiſt 
you. There are various ways of doing this, 
ſome by joyning themſelves to your Socie- 


ties, and others by contributing to the 


Charge you are at; and this way, thoſe to 
whom it may be j improper to appear among 
you, (as the Female Sex) may yet be ſet- 
viceable to your Deſign. But 18 leaſt that 
can be expected, from any One that pre- 
tends to 0 Chrilbanitys | is, to commend your 
Undertak — to ſpeak juſtly and truly of 
it, and vindicate a Work of this Nature, 


that it may not be run down by the Miſ- 


Repredentayions and Falſhoods hag are in- 
ultriouly and , G 0 37; 


6. 1 would, above all, recommend it to 
you, that you maintain your Character an- 
ſwerable to thoſe in the Text, W you 
are engag'd in their Deſign. 


BE ſure 105 zar the LORD, and think of 
his Name, while you. are endeavouring to 
reform others. Don't like the Builders of 
Noabis Ark, fave others, and drown your 


ſelves. 


Vo b are undoubtedly, under ſſricter 
Obligations than e to be Watchful, 


Ns go, | Serious 
IE | 
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real Piety, and oFheaventy 


i the Ste ps of their pious Progenitors, 
Pau ths & 0 of their Bube. : 


| 
Serious and Holy, to pull t the Beam out of 
your Own Rye while yo ou behold the Mote 


that is in your Brothers Eye, and to look 


to your own Noon apc when, q poghs 


1 yur Neighbours, *: 5 70 5 


385 "1 . 


4 BESEECH Y, be ſi 6, der en 


live in the Fear of C 4. anq think much 


on his Name. See that you be Perſons of 
Minds, Zeaſous 
for the Honour of GB, and the Salvati- 
on Of Mens Souls. And whilſt you ok a- 
broad do not neglett the Regular Ma- 
nagement of your, own Families at home: 
May every one of ' you deſerve the Chera- 
Ser of Cormeligs, A drvour Min add one that 
feared GOD with all his Houſe. It is one 
of the worſt things; this Nation bark to 


fear, Thar Religion Expires in Families of 


Condition, where it hach P. Flburiſhꝰd a long 
time. The An is turnt out ef doors Hot 
withſtanding all! the Bleſſings it hath 
byought upon the-Houſhold; ehe Aged dye, 
and the Riſing: Generation treads no 2 


my 


7. YOU ought; to Confer one with 3 1 


Kon: ty, and ſpeak often one to another 
2 8 on ain 2 Cen- 


ference 
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| mitive Spirit of Love, Zext and Holineſs, 
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Probably the H of ſome 
who: have been forward Speakers in ſuch - 


Conferences, and afverwards have been 
Hund to be ſecret Sinners, hath brought 
the practiſe into eps But though 

among the Twelye prov'd an Hypo- 
raitor, yet the Eleven cid not 
upon his Wickedneſs break up and refolve 
to conſort together no more. The Commu- 
vim of Saints | 5 one Article of our Creed, but 
- feems as little underſtood and regarded 

as any of the reſt. The return of the Pri- 


from Above, would make us re not on- 
y after more Feſbnſßip b, 


with another. The beft People 


i Scrr re, 


did ever delight in Regels Converfation. 
- Though yorr Meetings are principally in. 


tended for the Reforming of others, yet that 
&-no reafon why you ſhonid not offer to one 
another what 15 proper for your own Im- 
provement. The more your own Souls are 
impreſs'd with the fear of Go p, and the 
hatred of Sin, the more vigorous you will 


certainly be. a being, others ia & bets 


courſe of. Life. 


17 wil be a great Advantage to you in 
all your TranſaCtions\ to ceplider you rſelves 


as 
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very mucke among Ch 
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as under the Eye and ſtrict Obſervation. of | 
G © p. That he hearkens and hears, writes 
and remembers every Word you ſpeak, and 
every thing you do. This will at once 

both excite your Diligence, and, ſupport 
you under Diſcouragements ; the Diſplea- 
ſure of Men is a deſpicable Trifle ui 2 one 
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